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Ba iit ‘Me Role of Opportunien 


: 5g MEG: the present tine, the bourgeoisie and the cpportunists within the 
lator noverient are comor erntin: inthis work of adulter ting iicrxism, They onit, 
\ obliterate, and distort ther pempiaeeseee ey side of - Tits, te: vebine, its revolutionary 
eeu aout we : 

‘ yess ‘Lenin = “Eth ite ana Revolution: : 

The need for 2 Revolution-ry ‘lic rxist pe ty is eninge It is the 

one perty: for the ‘working class. ° 

“y» It 4s ‘the-instrument by which the-yeneuerd of the working class rust 
and will unite ‘all the oporessed elements Of -€2,; vitelist sc ciety egeinet the 
eepitalist st-te-cnd its oprortunist sup; ‘ortars. 

-The Revolutionary : harxie-t ps ty t ill not be blinded hy the Stalinist, 
Socialist, and Tro tskyite ‘atten; it to pase "off state eapitelist measurce-ond sys- 
tans es Socixlist. This is especiny. truc of Russie where the Stalinicte, 
/Orotekyists, Rovdlutiomiry “jorkers* Lecfuc atteupt to “utilize the workers con- 

4 wietion of the prolétar jan character ‘of the 2ussien revolution in order to cect 
then to acce;.t the idea- thet hot exists now in: fusein ‘is. some sort 20f workas' 
strtes ; 

mre The: second I. pentalist Ver: igs developed even iore ‘than the first 
“jorla ‘ar’ ‘the transition fron minopoly capitol ism t5 st ito cayitalioa, ~The ex- 
ploitatidn of the working masses by. the capitalist trusts. and:certels which be- 
Come more and more integrated with: the ir’ ste, te, the: capitalist state, is ine 
crea. sed at an:adcelerated pate, 

; . The tiohstrous horrors and : vfeories: of the 2nd Juperialist Var arouse 
* the’ indienrtion and resentuent of the masece 3f.the th ole worlds. International 
preletariin revolution is- oa ‘sting its red shodov over the: décaying body of world 
capitalisn.. The ‘need for 2 revolutionary ‘parxist party Agsswics cver nore practia 
e31- importance. 

* Opportunism hes grown te forbidding prop ‘ortions, It aequires all the 
Colors of the rainbow in a netion.l st-te thot hes. ha Pride cu a cénp-ratively 
lane perisa” *f-relative internal clsss "pence. . 

‘ ‘The, United States hrs spawned within its: evtit'ines: a ‘pich variety of 
dite ortiiniets, currents, . They differ in their labels and their verbitge and con- 
pe te -agy Ainst. each other for power snd influence. in- the trade unions and in the. 
“Ue5S. ‘government: apps aratus,; but they aro: united in their ultimete ains. ‘That is 
to continue 4s a parasitic grovth on the backs of the r érking olsse and weld it. 
to the trunk of the capitalist state. This is the proecer, uncer the guise of _ 
prolabor" and "Liberal" procrais, which coordinctes the tride unions with the 
capitalist state, thus én-bling the “democratic ‘vietors- in the; 2nd Itiper ic list 
war, ta...¢arry out the economics: sf fascism, step. by;ster: tathte capitalien). 

Fasc isa, internationally is ascending. inthe drese of “anti-fascisnis 
Fre) ROT generations. the pseudosimrxists and their derivatives have. syread 

the fiction that netionnlization, by 2 capitalist strte necns thevend of the cx . 
p¥éitation ‘of the Workers , Result ~ The workers have ithe illusion this is their 
state, and if the public’power of the state is used. for their sete msattac sociol- 
ism orisaue' form thersof wilt arrive throuch a (ainlest eset i io: j 

Mis id the. tragedy of cur“epoch. < at 

In’ thet the working loss “which was under the iMusion. eetoarsist €o. wor to 
stamp out fascism, in reality to create:a lnrter werld 1 aPket for Ameritan In 
perialism, is duped into mab rorting the cconsnic- heasures’ of Fescisn’ after the 
pyhrric victory over the *5 home=Be rlin=Tokyo axis. 

~. The state is''t 6 ‘product ‘of the Rercs chee lab sate: of class antaconisms. 
The Capitalist” state: isthe rule‘ of the cxpitalist closes. It is not an inportial 
public arbiter. -Its measures of nationalization, or 25 in the United States, 
governnaent “intervention ani control is not for the jurpose of frecing the workors 
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from wage slovery, tut to save capitalism from bankruptcy. 

The Taft-Hartley .ct was the firstmnjor act of repression against the 
working class aftcr orld var II, It is a ‘esitimuation of: the. wartine repression 
(the no~strike pledge, eté.} The working elass is resentful, ‘The C.1.0. md 
bePo leaders réjoctet the line of a .cenersl etrike against the act because it 
would have becone a political strike x, cainet the U.S. enpitalist eoverntiente 
They were scared. ‘The leadership of the CyIeOe ane LeFel. is intixately con-. 
nected with the U.S. cajitalist govermicnt. 

The Politien2 ‘Action Committee of the C.I.0. and the Labor Political 
ani Educational League of the A.FeLl. serve to direct the resentnent ‘of the work- 
ers into pro-capitalist channels. Through this method the twoeparty systen of « 
capitalist rule, Rejublicxn and Democrat is safecuardede ~ 

Pro="labor" anti-Taft-Hartley candidates for city, ‘state am ‘national 
offices from the Deroer2tic and. Republican. partics of ex pitalisn ‘ere openly pres . > 
sented to the workers, for their support, Their euxiliory progran is to ‘fight 
inflation through’ deflation; 1c. price control, food. rotioning, 2nd aapenarnnt 
control of profits, as well-eas sapt ort for: the lersheall plan,’ 

The reieCe and labore" Political and Edues tionel League ain to make 
capitalism nore dicestible to the workers. The.trede unions undér this leacer- 
ship are not freo trade unions but 2 lebor front for ¢ developing Stote Gapitelisn. 
Free enterprise and free trade: unione @) not exist. The money the workers Con- . 
tribute.to the FeieC. and laboré! shoys$ 1984+ Eduee.tionel Leacue | ecutndbate to 
their own ruination, 

O¢ portunian in the waited States, in.a@ sensG, fortunately ‘for the re- 
volutionary marxists,. is not united. It is very much jivided, nis division - 
presents 2 splendid opvorbhatty to the Marxistes It should make it casier to 
expose opportunism for’ a Int itis, and to tilda revolutionary iiarxist porty in 
opposition to these bankrupt ténicncics. Truc, they unite against Marxists. ‘ 
But they are too narrow and mean <in their own perspectives to be effective if ones 
Marxists take advantzce of the situntions 

For instance. 7 In New York City ond State there ore two labor part Se. 
Both have the sare fprogren for the American workers as the FsieC. and Iebors’ 
Folitical Bduentioml League. Neither participates in the cl: ss struggles. They. 
differ.on Russia and the Marshall Plane These two labor parties ere respectively - 
the Americon. Labor Farty; 4 purely. petty-bourgeois.porlianentary arrangnent 
dominated. by the Stalinists in a tenuous bloc with the leaders of the Amaleamated 
Clothing Yorkers Union, which will split on the, Wallace. Sra perty issue, - The 
Liberal Party, is dominated ‘by the Social Democrats in an elliance with Dubinsky , 
ka the International Iedies Gasment Workers Union and. some, anticstalinist Wow 

ealerss Their profram is the sane as ‘the PeiisC. ond Lye Dodie of ths AsPele a 
parents to pateh up “ear italisrie ; 

‘National ly, there exists the pekenas for Democratic haan anc the 
Progressive Citisens of Améric.. Their U.S. programs are the same as tbe ColeOvy 
Fehele and. thé ieFeles LiFe Eel -- The AeDans is cnt i-corrunists: and. ‘the Pelee , 
is pro=stalinist, . 

mm The failure’ of the last: conference of. foreign ninistors in sigkteie! to. 
come to agretrient with Molotov on a. unified German capitolist. state and a Germen’ 
peace treaty was the’ Signal. for -the Strlinist Progressive. Citizens of inerica to 
launch .a 3rd party novenent under the leadership: of Henry vellace with & progran 
for pa tohing a  amerder.n' capital ten: ant for a U.S. fore ign rolicy fricndly to 
Russian Inperialisn, 

last but not least in the prea o rt zoc of po olit ical Lt portunisti we have 
the Trotskyist "" jorkers" Farty of Shactren and the Trotskyist "Socialist i vorkcrst* 
Party of Cannon.” Both advocate a procram of "Transitionel Demmds" tht pute to”. 
share the reforms. of eapite ae. eae by the Stalinist and Socialist lerties. 
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Shactran's party is opposed to defend inc Paseitn Inporia Ht and 
Cannon's :.party defends Ruseicn Imperialism, ecslling it - "Vorkers*s State". 

Both agree on the rest of their Transition. »L .ErTOER MM. They rropose reforms for 
patching up capitalism tht they parade as something quite new. “However, un- 
fortun:tely for them the stinking: opportunists ef the Socialist ond Stalinist 
partics advocated such. 2 bankrupt program long aco. The proposal by the Trotsky~ 
ists to. build 2 labor party, nationalize the bnks, roilrois, industry and 
agriculture, build cooperatives is nothing tmt.a program to reform ea italien, 

Me labor Farty organized on a national scale is the most finishod 
form of opportunisn. It re; resents the most consistent jrogran of Pefornisn and 
at tines, stclinicn, : 

Ra it labor rartics have come into existence when the class conscimsneces of 
the workers reaches 2 level th.t breaks through the framework of the ojen cavi- 
talist parties. The labor party reflecting the workers resentment against the 
capitalist governments" i ili nig (olicies, turns the worker from revo- 
lution to reform . 

The thre» at of revolution ent the need to preserve cajitalisn are the 
basic factors in the rise to the ; (-osition of ruling [arty by By labor rerty. 

The labor ;arty leadere, socixlist in words, Cefemers of the ca; italist 
state in ede are base, servile tools of their own notional bourgeosie. Before 
being jut at the head of the ca Atélist state they demecopicelly advocate social- 
ism through constitutions] methods only to be the most consistent exyonents of 
stite cn: italis: in office. 

The role of the labor rarty is to enable the caj italist state to, in 
short, incrcase the rate of ex, loitetion, and limit the demccratic rights of the 
workers. It is assigned the role of carrying out inpericlirt policy in tho col- 
onies and semi-colonies. The efficiency in carrying throurh capitaliet stabili- 
zation is increased by centralizing the economy thru nation2lizing banking, raile 
roads, industry and asriculture. This it docs ot a tine when the cajitalist 
economy disintecrates, when the conservetive ant 2ihere 1 perties of cs; italisn 
have lost the-confidence of tho workers - (inclend-Bevin-/.tlee, France-Gouin, 
Ramadier, Blu: ete, ) 

The central point of their program is to defend bourgeois democracy 
against the revolutionary threat of the vorking classe snd ojen the gates wide 
to totalitarianism (State ca; italis:) on the rirsht. 

The Trotskyites of the Camon and Shactman porties by advocating a 
labor party for the U.S., dcfend bourceois democracy, apninst proletarian rcevo- 
lution and support a program of capitalist retrenchment areinst the working dass. 

The working class as it becomes conscious of itself ae & class instince 
tively turns to thoughts of revolution, not reform, The deceivers nt the head 
of the C.I.0. joliticsl action committec; the A.Fel. Inbors' oliticsl ma 
Educationsl League; the American labor Farty; the Liberal rarty; the Americans 
for Democratic action, the Progressive Citicens of America, the left suprorters 
ofa labor Party; the Trotskyites, the Social Democrats ond Stelinists poisom the 
minds of the workers. 

The orgenization of a revolutionary marxist party provides the only 
answer to the opportunist currents thet seek to etabilize and continne en; itelisns 
tit seck only to clenge from private capitalism to stetc ee; italisn (Sod ale 
Democrats, stalinists, Trotskyites, aevoiatioun ary Vorkers" Learucs ColeOo, AcFolec 
Vallace's ¥.C.A., duerican igbor Farty, Liberal rarty ct 21). 

The revolutionary party, icrxist in hharcter will breck the iroleterict 
from the ca; isvalist st-te and its ojportunist suj{orters. 

It rust under all conlitions ret-in its orpenizetionel and ;olitical 
inde; endence, 

The internation®l character of the .rclet-ricn revolution erestes the 
need for an International of Revolutionar:; Lerxisn opposed to the Socialist, 
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Stalinist, Tropskyist Internationals of betray-l. 

Té din of the revolution=ry parties: of -the lorxist International is 
one:= Mhe..ovéerthrow of capitalimn accom, lished; in a revolutionsry namner, rust 
bring to power’the proletari:t, ormnized as © class, wiclding th>t power throuch 
the ercation of its om state machinery by breaking uj the "democratic" or cny 
other form of the ca, italiet dicttorship. 

Te state michinery of the working clss is the broletaricn dictetor- 
ship. It represents the hichest form of the democratic expression of the masses. 

Control by the nmassce of the dorccretization of the verious branches 
of the prolétrrinn’ pte, te-apraretus will abolish bureaucré.cy, officialdon, and 
bring nesrer the point where the dict-torshi; of the ,roleterict withors avwoy 
into tho Claselese, socialist (conmnist) society, 

id Sotenaderi ercetes the conditions fer.the. jrocressive devclojnent of 
culture ad ort. Slave detiocracy ;revents the. denoars tic {aorticipation by the , 
nasses ‘in cultural ex, ression. Only a (Privileged. few.-re, ‘offered the, Oi ortanity’ 
in slave denocracye 

Corzmnist society.alone, in which "the associated irotugen#’ recule te 
their interchange’with nature rationally, tring it uncer their: :gormon ‘control, .. 
instend of being ruled by it 2s by some blind ; : ower," M7 ill cro ste the yateriol 
foundation for “the development of human javer-vhich is. its own end,. tthe tie. 
realm of freedon.'* t . 
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THE MARSHALL rLil ND DireR1.LIET OR 


Fron an article by:Daysl_in L'Intern-tionliste 
of July, cugust, 1947 

Ore2n of French Fraction of the aves 

Cormmnist Taternationed 


Apparently ner ican Seperdiatees vied ‘proof of great indifference at 
this tine to the propos=l of: the various Europ eon States to dend them money for 
reviving their nationsl econouies. © 

The bis newspapers who 21va%7s' attach erect importa nee +n anybody at the 
head, praise the nmagnininity of Truiien; the insulsting forces to whom he is ticd 
and the,genius of ‘yallace. But to pet’ infornation very little benting of drums 
is done publicly about the rool motive’ determining the 4American:offer. Once more 
the economic forces in ie oases fosar:to permit anclysis and clesr insight into 
the question. ; 

’ In line with th:t which is to follow » the big nevspopers not-withstond- 
ing, in order to designate American Imperialism we will shy america; the same for 
Russia and the other countries; this in view of simplification. ‘ 








.JERIC!....11D EUROFE 


It is well to understond thet imericn is rerdy to drow upon the consider= 
able wealth from the products of her mors developed industry. 

This enormous production is to be drained try on merchondise for quick 
sales at first, in order to avoid economic criscs end unemployment thot clways 
beset American industry, with oll the reverberotions of socinl upheavals which 
these tines call for. 

. In these circumstances this polic:r of .mericsn loans is on excellent 
opportunity for the U.S. capitalists, The finenceicl Jocns to Frence, for exemple, 
is from the Anericon goverment. This money. is lent on condition that 1: it be 
spent for purchases of Americnn merchandise. It isi. very pretty situctions The 
American taxpayer fiving the money to France; money which returns to the coffers 
of Anericen capitalists. Under these conditions, one understands thst, the Ameri-+ 
can government under command of the capitalists are not very hard to plecse under 
these conditions of repayment and thet he looks to coming taxes from the poor of 
Europe who’ permit, suffer the reappetrance of taxes in this derfree. 

“There is moré then one aspect to this sordid ,roblem. It is clways vay 
possible that the ecdnomic plen of the U.S. really aims to restore European econo= 
mye Above 411 you have to consider this restorstion should under their direction 
permit political interference. By these diverse methods, directly or indirectly, 
the character of Europeon restor:tion may or uzy not be such as to five danger 
of serious competition to American capitalism. If is too carly:to-say. 

Here appears’ the political necessity thet guides the jmerican motives. 
Europe is in chaos; her economic interésts in deep-coing contradictions. Stodle 
governments are chosen; are all temporary; are just a, brake;‘feor social agitation, 
prepare to liquidate the workers parties and unions, in spite of the tre: chery of 
the workers part fes* and ‘iunions. 

Under these conditions, it is urgent to cive ot least what is necesesry. 
for food and shelter for the millions of individue. ls. | This is a question of the 
health of society for the capitalist world. The politicsl unification of Europe is 
& Utopia that is not possible under the businessmen of all St. On the other hand 
there is realized a certain coordination inside the divided European economy under 
the American direction, dominated by Amor icon capitel. Here is nice work of 
businessmen (here is their policy) to. aeinte in division of sovereign states, ond 
competitors, but in: sreality to lead in. collecting the benefits of exploit=tion 
imposed on the people. 


II 
TOWARD THE THIRD \ORLD “AR 


Still the American Plan turns on the first question of the epoch, the 
rivalry between Russia and America. 

‘Ye denounce this rivalry as purely economic, these two forces being 
forced by their antagonisms to fight to eliminate each other in order to be able 
to exploit the world without sharing it. Here we are dragged toward war, in the 
absence of a revolutionary movement capable of overthrowing the cepitelist regime, 
there still exist sufficient pressure to retard the beginning of the conflict. 

The pacifist «appeal from ilarshall wishes to come to aid a la Russia; 
at the same time that the other European nations are not able to elude being in- 
posed on, Molotoy is not being @ dupe. Each one recruits influence amongst the 
renk and file in the relief of Europe. Marshall creates 2 state of good will in 
coming to the aid of the people of Europe and by that it seems as if he assures 
the peace. Russia through the national communist p2rties stigmatizes the reaction= 
ary character of American Imperialism which supports dictatoriel governments such 
as Greece. America puts in evidence Russian totalitarian methods in Bulgarie, 
Hungary, Roumaina etc. «ee Each one calls his adversary fascists. But these 
authoritarian methods .re eromon to all imperialisms and form part of their politi-+ 
cal necessity. 

Already wor rages on the secondary fronts such 2s in Greece, China, end 
in part the colonial countries, These are the taking of positions, political and 
economic in view of the future world war. 


CONFUSION COMES FORTH 


The menace of war sevms to disappear through the pacifistic declarations 
of the heads of governments as Mersh2ll who “regretting sincerely" not to be able 
to help Russia through the med§um of his plen, as Keredier, declaring thet: "Russia: 
is European and that it is wrome to remain isolated". The realities are again 
obscured by the fact that the Stalinist p-rties of Holland and Italy approve the 
Marshell Plan, this is for opportu:istic reasons over the national plan. Tho - 
English and French governmente rebel, both publicizing the plan 1 bint acainst the 
rise of German economy. ; 

Their reaction represents the Capitalists not tied to America; who sorve 
the ir own unique private, political interests. That is to ssy the necessity not 
to- destroy the old nationalist fase which permitted them to drag down the working 
class in the preceding conflict. 

In reality it is diffAcult to define who arrests end who atcelers tes” 
events at this time; .. i A 

I- The interests of diverse capitalist tendencies. 

2=- The lack of underetending and incapacity of the capitalist: leaders. 

3—- The political manoeuvers tending to dupe the population | and aren: or 
particularly the working class, 

But above all, that which remains constant for 211 the dponetst one 
meetings, ~— and alliances; the inperisclist brigends are leading the capitalist’ 
world to wa: 

tne brutal fact 4g seen to be clarified of all ‘the noise’ ‘which envelopes 
it, and be mit in evidence to the proletariat who will be calléd ‘apein to support . 
under various pretexts; maintegn and reenforce capitalict. oxpLoitation. : 


The Struccle acainst_% en 
by Revolutionary ae ad? at Sted 
and Froletarian internat sent hder i E 


It is the duty of the advanced workers to brenk from and expose Russian 
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Stalinism 2s a bastion of State Capitalism, based on the exploitetion of man by 
man with the aims of Imperialist war comparable to those of LAmerican Imperiel isn. 

It is 2 crucial fact, which it is the duty of the proleterian vanguard 
to accept and propagendize to the masses. This is indispensable in order to be 
able to call the proletarint in revolutionary action spoinst the war ond not to 
group under the flag of the defense of the U.S.S.R. 

Those who, 2s the Trotzkyites in spite of different muances as to subtle 
tactics, are still tied to the defense of Russian, refuse in fact to conduct revo- 
lutionary action against the war which is coming. They -rfree, on the contrary to 
drag along the proletariat to war to defend the most unbridled system of capital- 
ist exploitation existing. 

It is the duty of the proletarian in every country to effiem his will 
to revolutionary defeatism vis-a-vis the a; proaching conflict, whichever imperial- 
ist clan invites him to form brigades and not rally to the "defense of the ~ Ae 
UcSeSeRe," or to the defense of Americsn Aemocracy, or the occident. 

The threat.of the revolutionary defeatist proletariat, in order to be 
effective, must break from all the mistresses of confusion; from a1] the bourgeois 
national politicians; nation2l stalinists or trotskvites. 

It “is the duty of the proletarint to reject the different choices and 
minnces between the different forms of capitalist imperinlist rule in order to 
SAve huncnity from Imperialist Ver; in order to live on the basis of the classless 
Socialist society. 


The National and Coloninl Guestion 


Editorial lWotes= The comrade who wrote the following article is now dead. He 
wos never connected with the "Intcrnaticn Dulletin' or the Left Commnist Inter- 
national. However, his polemic »g-inst Trotsky is 2 worthy contri bution toward 
the iicrxist understanding of the Nation:1 and colonial question. 

The Sino-Japenese ‘sr is past history. Ruseicn Imporinl ism ic expanding 
now through its puppet armies int> China. The mrxist anm.lysis applies to this 
phase of Chinese history; to Spain 1936-1939; and to 7-11 the eolonial and seni- 
Coloniel arenrs of the world now rocked by social convulsions. 

The dbmkruptecy of Trotskyism, (Camon, Shactman ), is thoroughly exposcde 
It also serves to revenl th.t the policy of "merching separstely and striking 
together" of the Revolutionary Workers’ Leseue is nothing but a nuance of 
Trotskyism, and puts the proletariat undor the orders of the Bourseosic, despite 
RoWele protestations to the contrary. The "Program cf the Revolutionary ‘orkers 
League" reveals that these people d> not understand Imperinlism at "hone" or 
"abroad", nor have they broken from bourgeois democracy 

In part II of their "rrogrear!' in the section entitled "Colonial verstt 
they have this to say, "ith these instruments of dual power it may be necessary 
for a certain period to mirch separntely fro the cononinl bourreosic but strike 
together agzinst the Imperialist invnder." In the advanced countrics the Rev 





ole 
is revolutionary defentist but they are socinl patriots of the ruppets of Laper- 
ialism in the ccloninl countries, Those who strike with the bourgeosic str ike 
against the proletarinn revolution. 

In part Ii, the jaragraph entitled "lirch Separately and Strike Torether" 
exposes the fact thet the Revolutionary ‘orkers' League defends bourfeois democ= 
racy against Fascism. They imke a false distinction between "good" cnpitalists 
and'bad "capitalists; between deroceratic expitalists and renctiomry capitalists. 
Through a circuitous rate it, the R.Wiel. srrives st the position of socinl- 
democracy, Stalinism ani Trotskyisn. 

This is whet the R.v/.l. has to sey, “Under this three cornered strugele. 
The proletariat imst utilize the friction within the esmp of the exploiters by 
using the strategy of nerching separately from the democratic earitalists and 
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striking tocether agninst-the rcactionarics." | .: 
Narxists ficht ac inet every form of the ony iteliet dictrtorship 
democratic or f:scist, thru revolutiomery Lefce.tigte - : 


ADNOUNCEMSUT 


The bublishers of International Bulletin wish to inform its reodars 
that subscriptions to the mgnrzine ore one dollor es yer. ($1.00) 
If you wish to be certain to receive Intcrnotionsl Bulletin regularly please 
mail your sub. to ZiDRA - 326 E. LI7th Ste, WeYeCe 35, eYe ‘ 

Please write yor mre ond address jlainly. 
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THE I.TIOMAL 21D COLONL.L QUESTIONS. 


The second ‘orld “sr hes once more reiscd the national question to the 
forefront. The shorp thrusts of Hitler and étalin ageinst the half dozen or so 
small states of Europe have,.on the-one hand, intensified the feoling of "national" 
consciousness aang the. peoples of the small stotes 22 opposed to class consciouse 
ness, that is, internationslist consciousness; 2nd, on the other hand, pernitted 
the. inglo-French-\ncrican imperialists to appesr .s chap dons of nation liberar 
tion. (Don't Laughs liussolini, too, also took up, belatedly, the cudgels for. 
the Picht of self-deternination: for the Fimns.) It cocs without saying that any- 
one who is in the least.acqua inted with the game of intcornational power politics 
WAB herdly iupressed at.all by-the recent out pour ing s Of sympathy by the dceriocrat= 
ie gentry forthe small stetes, The class conscious worker c7n never forget the : 
past and present oppression of-the colonial people by this grng of parGRINRS 
which parides under the cloak of "democracy". 

; That conce ms. us -2t present, however, arc not the lofty, humane princi- 
ples of. the ‘democratic statesrien-which imet be exposed. The inp ortance of ex 
posing the” "nobler war ains of the Allied imperialists is from the standpoint. of 
the Marxist: living - in the somenlled deroerntic country his chief ain et the pres- 
cnt period. There .remai ns, hov ever, Snothcr trek, cquslly inportent,,s noucly, on 
anrlye is’ of the problems 1nd. tasks of the proletariat in the smell and-colonial 
st.tes. “Jithout taking cognizance . of these lntter questions the prolctarict of 
the advanced emntrics, Lenin has said, cannot hope to .overthrow their ovn bour- 
ccoisic, imch Jess ‘build a 20 alist eocicty. 

“hat position. oucht the Clase conscious worker adopt in regard to the 
revolt of the Irish. Mationaliste < ace inet Gro:t Britain? In recerd to the natione 
alist movenent strugoling for independence in Itidia? In regard to the Liexicen 
bourgeois. state, fichting to free itself from Yonkee donination? In the past it 
has béen axis ‘tic in "Larxient circles to declare for the support of the opprese 
sed country against the oppressor country and let it fo ot ‘that. Such 2 view 
automatically took the subject off the clasr plenc and rendered & class position 
inpossible ds’ the ‘reason for the support or non-support of any country's war was 
based on the petty ‘vourgeois, Liberal critcrion of aiding the week in the struggle 
agrinst the stronce Starting from this false premicc the expression "fiphting 
a just war was used to descrihe 2 weak country resisting: imperialist accressions 
An unjukt war becane in tho parlance of old tinc-erxists a war pursued for 
economic aggrandize:ent, for the conquest of torritory in scarch for markets. 
Thus, the war on the port of China, sore precisoly, on the part of the Chinesc 
bourgeoisie agrinst Japancsc capitalism wae described 7s 2°" just" war, tho rea- 
soning being that China was not fichtine for: territoricl agcrandizenent or in 
perislist purposes as the Japanese were. : The principle of the "richt to scif- } 
determination" is thus. ‘given an absolute standing, 4 ivoreed: oe: _ eliss strugye 
ole. 








Trotsky brmcht ‘out this peep bourgeois position in on umiistekebly 


patriotic manner. In © poleric directed aceinst’ aq froup in 4) Mexico 
' “ ¥ ‘ Trotsky snarled at those who refuse to becone 


supporters of. the :mrderous Chisng Kei Shek cing of exploiters. . Reducing the 
question once acain +o the sentinentalist and liberal view of: "adding the weak 
in the strufcls against, the, stronct, he said: & $e. 
® wie Japan is an iar serialict country and. if China ic thonriet i: of 

imporinlisn, we favor Chinas" - . (Interne: 1 Bulletin. of Trotskyists, ° 

October, 1937, be 53.) 

aa liberal cL ‘ala not have pat it ca: pc beetenyi -Ever:- sinee the risc of the 
forces which séck t> up sept. the stotus.quo, \¢ hove hosrd nothing’ else from the 
bourse ois=denrtratic press except their wae of. suppert for thoge. countrics © 
which becase “victins of iipericlist a aha yl 58 ae ee est perv Sesteg prees 
oie the kody into pe gas 


‘ 









liannerhe im of Finland, a Chisng Kei Shek of China? Like Trotsky, the paid 
propagandists of the gutter press reduce the question ta the simple point which 
strikes best nt the workers’ heart ; this stall, week country is 2 victin of 
‘iniperie list accression; rally to its support. 

‘.* {he dourteois and their "labor" lackeys: con efford to put the question 
this. In fact, ao imperinlist war hes ever witnosséd 2 failure on the part of 
sone hitions to’rnice the cry thnt they were defending theiselves from inperial- 
ist attack, > ‘yitness Hitler's decloirntion to the effect that British 2re ficht- 
inc 2 war to ‘retain the enslevencnt of their colonial expire while he, Hitler, 
in tum is fichting a national liberationist war to free the German people fron 
British imperialism. ‘7itnoss on the other hand the British-French decleration 
thet they are fichting to reestablish the national independence of the roles, 
Czechs, Austrians, Finns, ctc. which they had helped to destroye. ind as a 
natter of fact, one of the ains of the democratic iniperinlists is undoubtedly 
to réestablish the independence of these small nations, For it is clear thet 
the breakup of Europe “into small, independent states is a guarantee which the 
“Mierican, British and French imperialists have against a German threat. Hictory 
has ‘forced upon Germany and ‘Russia the role of a violstor of srall states in 
Europe and upon England ant America that of the champion of -the sill statcs,. 
Fora lMarxiet to declare hiisself o supporter of © country meade victim of ine 
perialist agcression is’ impermissible in principle as ‘this is precisely the 
game practiced by the iurdorous bloc of finporisd ists’ magsqucrading 2s democr=ts. 
It will be replied by. those who raise the slogen of self-determinetion for Czecht, 
roles’, Finns, ‘ctcé.'tat they-are sincerely atiing to: give these oppressed people 
indépéndence, “free ‘from try inperialist domination or subservience whe tscever e 
This, of course, is to tke place under capitalisie ” = 
—- Aside from the impogsibility of any g1l‘nction#és freedom and in- 
dependence fsr any length of tine’ from thé inperiel fet: whirlpools, what, ray 
we ask, is there to be gaincd by-the proleteriat if tho impossible is really 
acoompl ished? The reply will be that the independence’ of the colonies and 
oppressed states will be a ‘dlow te inperislicia thus fr cilitetince the proletarian 
revolution. Trotsky, in atte:pting to ‘tag-a opoletarian label onto his petty 
bourgeois position, argued this way when he said o D 

"the victory of Chine will signify, on the contrary, the sociel 

‘revolution in Japnan-and the free developrient, that is to say, 

“Unhindered: by extern] oppressionycof the.class struggle in China." 

Let us ‘séog' Just how wold the victory of China have signified the 
proleterian revolution in Japan? By a victory of China, Trotsky obvicusly 
neant a victory of Buirgeois China, for in the very scile article he says, 
- "In participating “in the militery strugele under the orders of 

Chiang Kai Shekees to prepare politically the overthrow of Chiang 

Yai Shek. thet is: the only revolutionary policy." 

(may emphasisi) pov. Leo gehh “Ait 

The proletarian revolution will-come about in Japan, arcues Trotsky, 
by showing an exanple to the: Japanese proletariat of how. well the Chincse 
workers can fight under the comand of Chinese capitalist.officers. Verily 60+ 
Similarly do the British imperialists ighite the liberstionist flames among 
the Czechs and Polos ‘by showing them how well they enslove the Indion ond 
African mssese “el hag Santer), % ok eee 

The thing these pseudo-liarxists have in mind when they speak about a 
Chinese victory bringing About 2 proletarian revolution in Japen is, nencly, 
that the defeat of ‘the Japnnese nilitary will creste ‘such economic and politi cal 
chaos 2t-hone as to mmke & proletsrian revolution inevitable. It is undeniably 
true that a defeat of Japan micht very #é1l have unlesshed the forces of revolt 
among the Japanese ‘vorkers- and peasants whos coined nothing ‘but dcath and dis- 
appointrent fra: the Chinese venture. But so, t90, nicht a defent of Great 
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Britain at the hands | of Germany. have ivderea up revolutionary fernent anong the 
British worker se Is*that any reason far vishing the victory of Gerreny? Only 
:) polit ical. idict.cr a mere traitor to the interests of the proletarist, will 
"seck" to bring about j croletorian revolution by working for the defent of one 
capitalist state at the hinds of another eng italist str.te. The Gerran Social- 
Democrats in the orld “lar of I914 never brought about * proletarian revolution 
in Russie by helping the Kaiser's covérnhent defect the Czar.- Only the Bolshé~ 
wiks;*by*holding firmly to their internation>list line of defcatisri for both sideg, 
were able to lead the Russian workers to the overthrow of caritalisn. 
Vie coe to the second part of the ;sendo-revolutionary argument; 
"The victory of China will signifye. the free developriente. of al 
«» Class ‘strugcle in China." ¥ 

Trotsky was one who chided others for not absorbing: the hitter ‘Felitxts 
of history. ("Those incurable ultra-lefts who never learn. ") Te bitter 
lessons of history teach us that a free Folend, a free Finland, free latvia, 
Litmanie and Estonia took up arts acainst the Bolsheviks during 1917-1921, For 
from acting as.a spur to proletarian class action, the couing into existence of 
free, independent calitalist little states in Europe after the “orld “ar tended 
to create 2 wave of nationilism that played havoe with the proletarian movenents - 
of these formerly oppressed countries. The scive could be said of post-war 
Czecho-Slovakia. The emercence of 2n independent Czecho-Slovek state did not 
and could not "signify the free development... of the class struggle" in Czecha- 
Slovakia. ‘{uite the contrary. Having obtained the support of the population 
for a ficht to establish an independent. Czech state, the hitherto."orpreescd" 
bourgeoisie proceeded to utilize this nationel unity first to suppress the pro= 
leteriat and then to set out on its ovm inperialistic adventures, i.e., the 
taking over by the new Czech stete of non-Czech territories such as Carpatho= 
Ukraine, Folish speaking’ districts and large Gerren areos. 

Trotsky and those who rut forth the defense of srall nations and col- 
onial states confuse here two distinct ond separate historical periods in the 
development of the nationel state. There war a. ‘tine when one’ could truly rpeak 
of the emergence of the nationl state cs signifying "the free, development of 
the class struc¢le'". But thet was not in the yerr of Our Lord 1940. Larx and 
Lenin, who followed hin, expleined without any Trotskyist ‘evesiveners whet they 
hed in mind when they supported the strucrle for self determination of or pressed 
countriess .. typical quotation from Lenin will illustrite what is meant. 

"Socialisr will be achieved by the united action of the proletarians, 
not of 211 countries, tut of 2. minority of countries, nenely, of the 
countrics that have resched the stace of devclojprent of advanced 
capitalisn. P. Kievsky's failure to understind this point is the: couse 
of his error. In those advanced countries (En¢land, France, 

Gemmny, etc.) the nationel. problem has been solvec for 2 long tine; 
-national unity has long outlived its turpose; objectively, there are 
no ‘national taske! to be fulfilled. Hence, only in those countrics 
is it possible now to "blow up* nationel ‘unity, and establish clases 
unity. . 

"In the undeveloped countries, which ve singled out (in section 6 of 
our theses) in paragraphs 2 and 3, narely, in the whole of Eastern 
Eurore and all the colonial and semi-colonisl countries, the situetion 
is entirely different. In thorc countrics 2s ~ ceneral’ rule, wo still 
have oppressed and cspitelistically undeveloped nations. .Objectively, 
these nations ‘still have notional tasks to fulfill, narely, pa ete be 
tasks,the tasks of throwinc off foreicn opprersion." 

‘s==Lenin, Selected ‘orks, Vol Ve, be 295. *. 

Here Lenin seizes the tull by the horns and explains without any: liber= 
al sentisentalisn the reason for nis support of nctioncl wars of liberation. 





VII 
The creation of the nation and its cceparetion from imperialist domination will 


allow for the development of ca; italist relationshits which will act as necessary 
pre-requisites for the Suan in of the prolctarion revolution in backward 
countricse Thst is how Lenin put the question. He tas wrong but his crror was 
of a different nature froi thot of Trotsky. Lenin -‘crred in thinking thet the 
proletariat of such states 2s the Balkens, Russia ond Foland, as well as other 
backward countriés, conld not ccnécivably seize power without allowing first 
for the full developiient of commodity-production; caritalism, The creation of 
the national state’ was going to free the productive forces from the fetters of * 
feudalism, 2llow for thé crention of 2 sizeable proletari«t and thus permit: the 
“fres development of the class.strugcle." The phrase, “free ‘development of the 
class strugcle" was intercreted thus and in no other way. “hat do the, Troyskys 
& Coe, who support Chiang Kai Shek riean when they say thet the victory of this: 
butcher of the Chinese Revolution in [927 will signify the "free development: of 
the class struggle" in China?. Is it that Trotsky & Co. preclude the seizure of 
power by the Chinese proletariat at the presgnt stace of Chinese economic Seve lop= 
nent? Trotsky would have had to answer "Io" for his yhole theory, of the 
"permanent revolution" argues that, duite to-the contrary, the prolétarian re- 
volution alone can solve the démoerntic tasks of the bockward states; thet is 
to say, that tho proletariat of these backward countrics do not at all have to co” 
through a further stage, or, if you please,:2-highter stage of capitalist de- 
velopment before they could seize power. Consequently, we demand to know fron 
those who declare for the victory of Chinas: ‘hrt has the proletariat of China to 
Gain fro serving in the armies of Chiang Kai Shek aside from the eripty rhrasc 
about the free. deve lopment of the ‘clars strugcle". To cry thst the "independence © 
of China is at stage" as do the Stolinists, liberals, Socialists, Troyskyites 
et cl., is to re heat the vulgar justifications of the imperialist bourgeoisie 
when they co t2 war; the deffénse of the country is at strke.. ictually, what is 
involved {4s not ‘ec cuestion ‘of the incerendence of China .or this or that state. 
“hat is at stake is the indc -enddéncée ‘of the Chinese urcletariat, its independence 
fromthe native Chinese bourses isic. “The sionnful apordach of liberalism to the 
fate of Chincse independence, coujled.with the (seudo-radicel Trotskyist worry 
about the transfornation of Chinn -froai-s semi-colony to 9 colony, mmddles the 
waters and stirs uy notional instead of class unity. 
Who. ore, the people who facilitate the victory of Chiang Kai Shek? 
Let us see. <4 
1) First, there are the Stalin mereuders who hove just demonstratad 
by their patriotic war just how they chorjion self-deteriin=tion, 
_. in.roland, Chechoslovakia, Finland, Hungary, Rominia and Bulgaria. 
2) Secondly, there ‘is the conc of democratic etatesrien who for years’ 
‘have plundered China ond who, @side fron civing verbal sympathy 
which is used to srapapandize the m@sses, have dumped millions -of 
dollars: to enable the Chinege regime to resist the invosion. 
tS Je eT lastly, there ‘are the supporters from the "left," who suprort 
the devil: rind you, . snot in the name of S-trn, but in the nane of 
the proletariat. : 
| Yhat. chief’ ‘feason do the bourgeois democrats and the left" fupporters 
give unison, ¢ all’ ery. outs: "The independence of China is “t stake." ‘le could 
very well understand. how the support of. Chinn; Kai Shek coincided with the ine 
terests of Japan's impericlist rivals. ‘Trotsky, however, declared thot the 
fight for the independence of Chine under the colmmnd of bourgeois officers 
coincides also with the interests of the Chincse proletariat. It is this which 
concems us ot ‘the nonént. — 
.. Whe éx-leader of’ the a enten Revolution wae ‘aah abit tc defend himself. 
Others who hold his ‘pokition come to His defense yith deeper -arcunents. These 
people ade the discovery, that when the Chinese ‘workers AEN acgeins + Jopenese 
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imperialism under the command of Chicng Kai Shck's armies they were really, os 
amazing as it may sound, fighting their ow native bosscs. Let us examine this 
nysterious positions ; 

The arcusent coes this vay: The injerialiste ore the major rasteres 
of the Chinese economy. The native bourceoisie is only striving to echieve the 
dominant exploiting position. This beinc the case, the Chinese worker, when 
participating in the "colonicl" yar is but fighting a cless var against his 
present icin exploiter, the foreign imperinlist. 4 

‘Ivere good if 'twere true, but unfortunately, this is not the CABC» 
Unlike "matheraticians't who conclude that the vein enemy is the foreign inperial- 
ist because they control .51% of Chinese industry while the native caritalistes 
control 40%, larxists also pry into other factors of: Chinese life. ‘ye esky Tho 
is it that mintains the suppression of the proletariat politicelly and econon- 
ically? “ho is it that breaks their strikcos ond their denonstrations? Yho is it 
that saintains "law and order for the ruling classes, both forticn and native? 

If it is urged that the Chinese proletariat is nov engsged: in fighting a°closs” . 

war, where, in the name of truth, is this class war?; Could it be that this class- + ic 
war is expressed in the fact that there are no workers" 1iliti as, no workers?’ 

councils, no workers’ state? : : 

The Chinese worker may be fichting ageinst his chief é6xploiter all right 
but one would have to be blind not to see thet all the "class" fighting he is 
doing is within-the framework 6f the Iationalist irny under the orders of native 
en, italist officers. <All the chatter and interpretations to the effect thot the 
Chinese worker is pursuing the class war when he is fighting 8 “colonial war 
will not change the situation which is clear for eny one whe hee eyes to see and ~ 
wants to see, nauely, that at no time in the history of modern Chine was’ the 
Chinese proletariat more closely tied to the chariot of Chiang Kai Shek than in 
the present "colonial" war. : : 

The concept of supporting the smaller capitalist egainst the main 
inperialist exploiter is nothine short of the ola" lesser evil" policy, although 
it may be couched in the most revolutionary terms, f 

“hat is the fevorite method usec by the opportunisets to induce the 
workers to secept the lesser evil policy? .lvays they show reaction to be the 
greater danger and they urge the proleteriet to defeat this first before they 
tackle the smaller. They say that in fighting fascism, even under the benners 
of bourgeois democratic capitalism, the proletariat is really pursuing its ovn 
class wer. That is the favorite trick by which the proletariat has been ensnared. 
The Spanish workers were also told that by ‘fighting Franco within the Loyalist 
arny they were fighting their om class war, History :has rade’plain the fokery 
of such argurientsy To urge that fighting against Japanese iriperialism under nctive 
eapitalist generals is the equivalent ‘of the proletarict's fichtiné its own battles 
is to resurrect the ‘theory of the "lesser evil" in the \-orst form ineginable,. 

Vhen pressed to the wall and gnabl’e to reply te the criticel revolutiou- 
ists, the supportors.of Chiang KAi Shek’ reply: But ign't. it: true.thot lisrx am 
Lenin, who were the dest. of revolutionists, supported vars of notional liberation? 
In passing it my be said-that no argunent is proven correct or incorrect >: quote 
ing <n ceteemed. individual. A party that lives in the past is no living orcenisn 
but 2 corpse. Téo often have re heard comrades discard sn opponent's arguments 
by declaring it to be non-liarxist or non<Leninist. Actually, it is first necesse 
ary to prove the point correct or incorrect «nd then the eomparisone'shoula be 
nade. F ; f : oor? “ a oes 
Ve, of course, are liaarxists and leninists., Not that-we shore every 
Coma of the works of linrx and Lenin. We hold to: the: baste revolutionary thourht 
of these leaders of the vorking class. ‘The reader will ohserve thet out article 
on the national and eolonial questions did not begin with-a poleriic acsinst our 
opponents" revision of. lisrxisns “Instead we ctrefcrred to be scicntific about it; 


Ix 


to show wherein the position of these ..odern supporters of "notional wars't have 
served the interests of the bourceoisic. Since, however, our opponents: have 
attempted to link the names of imrx and Lenin tc their treachery ond betrey-l, 
we shall take the: up so os t2 prevent the crcat nanes of socinlism from being 
besiiirched by these vulgar frlsificrs. ¥ 

Mart arrived nt his position on the national question by ‘csing into 
the origin of, the ‘netional atolls, The notion£l1 state ce it exicts today was i 
correctly viewed by linrx 2s & product of eapitelisn, Capitalism utilized the 
existence of nvtionzlitics in ordcr to break up the feudel principalitics. 
Centralization, on which the nationol state rests, was 2s necessory to capitalisn 
as it was detrimental to feudalism. Support of nationel struggles was looked 
upon favorably.by liarx since the crcation of notional-statcs facilitated the © 
developent of cnpitalism, which, was progrosrive.economy when con. pared with 
feudalisn. Consequently, Marx supported the Foles scuinst ‘the feudal Russicn 
empire (Jarsav uprising of the {9th century); he wipporedd: the war for the 
liberation of Italy frot the .ustro-Hungarioen empire. is Inte as 1870 he even 
declared. for the support of Gerzany in the war “eve* France since 2 German’ ~ 
victory, in his opinion, wld do away with the division of Germany into princi- 
palit ics and allow. for the best developient of capitrlism which in tarn would 
prepare. the economic snd pélitical conditions for the proleterien revolution. 
It was naceessry to foster the development of the czy ite vlist netionel states in 
order to allow the proletarict (smothered et thet tine) to be heard frm as a 
class. It mst always be-borne in uind that the erc in vhich Marx supported 
‘nationalist ware of. liberstion was one of vars against feudalism by a rising 

capitalist class which as yet had a progressive task to perform. larx, to be 
sure, did not base his support of the Folish, Italian end Geran netional 
struggles on any sentimental, liberal criterion which stater that all nabtened- 
ities fighting for independence “mst be supported. Instead, irx viewd the 
question from.the ¢liss angle; from the perspective of how best to unfokd the 
proletarian strugcle. In those days, when the question of destroying feudalisn 
was on the order of the day, support of the rising capitalist national mnovenents 
was the only. way. by which'to advance the interests of the proletariat. 

Lenin, the disciple of iiArx th-t he vas, looked ujon the nations: 
question through the see field glosses. In an article.on "Rights of Nations 
to Self-Determination” (vol. 4 of Selected vorks),. he writes: 

"There is no doubt, that the crester, ps int of sia, the most populous 

part of the world, consists’ of either colonies of the Grest rowers 

or of stotes which’ are extremehy dependent ond oppressed as nations. 

But does -this corsionly known circunstance in any way‘sheke the un= 

doubted fact that in Asia‘ fteclf the conditions forthe most corplete 
aevelopnent of cormiodity production, for the freest,widést end most 
rapid crowth of capitalism heve been creeted only in Japen, i.¢., only 
an independent hedit onned states.. But it. remeins undisputed that ca pital 
ism, heving awakened Asia, hes called forth notional nhovenents every- 
where in Jsin.too, thet the tendency of there moverents is towards 

the creation of natisnal statce in Asie, th:t the best conditions for 

the developnent-‘of capitalisn are). eptrveigics precisely by such stctos." 

Here Lenin, without any centinentalist ¢ Geebacge , looks at the question 
from 2 cold historical -view, which ts that anit ional novere nts and strugcles, 
having as their task the "host conplete developrent. of tase teae | production", 
are on the order of the day in Asia ond in other backward territories. By 
enphasizing that the development of cay italici: is on the order of the day, 
Lenin consequently rejected any id ied of proletarién revolution for those back- 
ward’ areas. His support of naticnel novenonts, it should be: obsérved, is based 
first and foremost-on the ides thetvcapitelisn still hed-a propressive role to 
perform in those backward areas, Lenin's error, when viewed in retrospect, is 
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understandable, since’ before him did not lie a whole. ch2in of proletarian’ reyoe. 
lutions crushed by these "oppressed" native bourgeoisies, as, for excuple, ; 
Chiang Kai Shek's suppression of the 1°27 revolution. Lenin did not live to see 
the culiinating. process of the Turkish nationel noverient which developed finally 
into a brutal uilitary dictatorship of the worst sort. Lenin did not live to 
see the "oppressed" hexicin state go in for state capitalism in su¢h a big way 
as to surpass tho advanced.countries in bourceois trickery, in itederecogic 
nethods of making the proletariet an orm of the capitalist state. Instead, 
what unfolded before Lenin's eyes’ were 2 Sun Yot Sen end other oppressed national 
leaders.whori he compared with the "creat preachers and public men of the 16th 
century ‘in’ France." In-short,. Lenin did not see the abrupt and progressive 
development of enpitalisms He, failed to see that capitalism, heving beecne 
reactionsry in the major countries of the world, hed become reactionary cven in 
the darkest parts of Afri ca. Concretely he failed to sce-that the completion 

of the bourgeois democratic revolution had becaie norged with the proletarian 

revolution and that it was the opening up.of the possibility of the proletarinn 
seizure of power that had so ‘terrified the n-tive bourgeoisie as to eradicate, 

once and for‘all,; nny preeressiveness which it uay have possessede. 

_ Here is another .exupple. of Lénin's f.ilure.to snalyze correctly the 
role of capitalisrr.in the beckward countries. In sn article entitled:"Democracy 
ani Narodnis: in China, Lenin writes: gt: 

"The Yestern bourgeoisie his decayec and. is already being confronted 

by ‘its crave diggers, the ,rzletariat. But in .sia there still exists 

a bourgeoisie capable of representing sincere, uilitan$, consistent 

democrats, &:worthy companion of the great precchere and great public 

men of the end of the I8th century in France," 

Whatever uny be said of Lenin's position, it is elesr that he was only 
trying t2 apply Larxist thouchts, Marxistsmethods of approach to the national 
question. If his conclusions were proven-wronc, it was not becouse he tricd 
to revise linrxis.., ‘ut, on, the contro, becruse he tried to 2pply it toa 
situation where his..judguent of the objective conditions of capitalism was based 
on conditions existing no longer, ni.uely the "yrosresdiveness" of c2pitalisr in- . 
backward 2rease It is therefore quite correct to attribute Lenin's error on the 
national and coloni2l questions to short-sightedness, 1e repeat, to a failure 
to see the end of enpitelist procressiveness internationally in backward countries 
as well as in advanced ones. Lenin, in I°17, only four years after writing the 
above quoted language, changed his position as to Russis, by declaring thot the 
events had already interlocked the democratic with the proletarisn revolution 
in Russia. 

what, however, is to be said of individusls like Trotsky and other 
false "leftists't who shout from the housetops thet Chinese capitalism is decayed, 
thet the proletarian revolution is historically not only possible there but the 
only thing which will get China out of its rut, tut who, in spite of all this, 
insists on supporting the war on the part of the tmtcher of the proletatiat, 
Chiang Kai Shek? These people, it imst be concluded, are not blind, not 
shortsichted; they just don't cive a darm ehbout the proletarian revolution. 

Review the writings of Trotsky and his ilk on the Chinese war ond yo 
will find the most jingoistic, p.triotic expressions, the most derisive termin- 
ology used to attack the liexican comrades who have split from him hecause of his 
social-patriotism. In attacking these comrades who s.id that "the only salvation 
of the workers and peasants of Chint is to strugcle independently against the 
two armies, against the Chinese arry in the sane manner 1s against the Japanese 
arnuy", Trotsky labeled then "real traitors or coplete imheciles. 

Let us see who the real traitors sre. ‘hich tosition~ is treacherous 
to the interests of the Chinese proletariat; the one which urges the proletariat .» 
to cease giving its blood for the interests of native capitalism, for the militery 
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dictatorship of Chiang Kai’ Shek, or the position of Trotsky which sys thet in 
this slaughter "our comrades should he the best fichtcrs "9 (From Trotsky's 
article, conceming the Chingse-Japanese Vor, dated Oct. 27, 1°37 sand oy peepee 
in the Dec. 1937 Internol Bulletin of the Trotskyirts. ) 

Notice with wt jingoistic fervor Trotsky fabricates fairy tidbe in 
order to speed up the slaughter of millions of vorkers and peasents. He says; 

"yoliticrlly the (the Trotskvists- Kei ) shoulda criticize Chiong 

Kai Shek not for imking war but for mking it in .n ineffective manner, 

without hich tax.tion of the bourgeois class, without sufficient arn- 

ing of workers and peasants." (Ibid. ) oe 

Does this not resemble in all respects the role of his linjesty's oppo- 
sition which dedicates itself not to attacking the present imperislist war on the 
part of the British ruling classes, but to criticism in f-rlioement of the in= 
efficient methods used by Chariberlain in prosecuting the var ccrinst Gerunny? 
Trotskyists will protest thit this comparison is © vulg-r approxch which docs 
not distinguish between a "colony" and on imperialist country. ve novertheless 
persist in asking: Of what value is tuis scholastic differentistion to the 
Chinese worker who’feels the hecl of oppression by his n-tive capitalist? The 
Chinese worker sees Chisnc K-i Shek straining the resources of the country, 
straining every nerve to win the var, niturally by putting the burden upon the 
backs of the workers and pensants, and in comes Trotsky “nd interjects ironically 
that tho Chiang Kai Shek g>vernaent is prosecuting the wor ineffectively. Can 
there be crenter tre.chery th.t that? 

lenin, in. describing the acccuplishuents of genuine \ars for national 
liberation, reiurked; 

"1% the bottom of the genuinely ‘pettonal’ ware, porticularly such 2s 

took placo between 178% and I871, there \ the long process of ess 

* national cuoverents, of strugcle age inst sbeclutis:. and feudalism, of 
overthrowing national oppression ond cresting states on a national 
basis 2s prerequisites for on:italist develojment." (Resolution of the 

Russicn Socitl-Denocr=tic Lator rorty .troad, Selected Yorks, Vol. 

Vebe 132.) 

That was years aco, “s Lenin correctly rewirks. Is there any intelli- 
gent hucan being today vho would prescribe these above words for the present 
Chinese war? Choosc, if you will, Lessiours flee leftists Either you soy thot 
China's war is progressive because Chinese ccpitalism needs development in 
which case your treachery goes under the clock of iarxism tut is treachery 
nevertheless because based on fslsehood; or you ebenden any pretense of iarxisn 
and coupletely pass over tothe side of the democratic-inperinlist centry whose 
war slogan “for the independence of Chine" you have adopted. 













‘KGRLRIAN THESIS PRESENTED 20° THS.N.TION.L CONVENTION OF TEE E.RTY FOR 
. at. y ‘i DESCUSSION 
(Battaglia Cormunista) 


1. 7 ond. w var yas Secompsnied by the outbreak of important rural 
noteone ce i Hee titiy Get Tas é : impoverished. stratun of vorkes ; the 
sharecropping netayers, otcurine ;rincipelly in the trsditional centers of such 
struggles, .pulie, Bysilicat:, Sicily. These moveients hod neither.the:- bearing nor . 
the rance of those which marked the other tost-wor period, and, like the movement 
of the industricl workers, did not suecced in uercinge into unified canpaicns, 
nation.l in ‘charxeter, Ievertheless they are = noteworthy syupton of the distress 
of the rural proletarians and semi-proletarias and spotlight the conditions which 
compose Italian agrarian ceonuny after five yeors of Cisorgonization: of markets ond 
ruinetion of all the productive resources of the country. 





If some rural classes have been able to enjoy an artificial bounty during the course 
of the war and participate in the speculation fensts of the black mrkct (not at 
all different from what heppened in the other world war), succcedins in some cases 
in ‘paying up their taortgeace indebtedness ond cliribing; up the rungs of the sociel 
ladder which go from the petty lease-holder or sharecropper: to ,the devel of smell. C. 
and medium private property, -. the renl facts have demonstrated, -and will ‘prove 
more and more, that the relative prosperity of these very strate wos founded on 
quicksand.’ lmost everywhere, part icularly in those regions riost sensitive to up= 
sets in‘rural economics, the sriall~senle form property appears tous fenrfully de~ 
prived of provisions as well as manpower, its heritare of stock-animls .reduced, 

its orchard culture seriously damaged, its entire qitfit, inplonents, seed, etc, 
noxt-to imp6ssible to renew or repair, its houses ond borns even more ruincd. Even 
more harshly then in the First Vorld Yer, the rural clarses hove been submitted to 
the monopolistic, rapncious intervention of the State, and heve watched helplessly ,. 
the carnage of the belligerents. there some monnred to xecurmlnte .sone eap ital 

out of speculation, they have been umbdle tc use it to require indispensable jn- 
dustrial products, either becauss of the cxtrene scarcity of ‘these products or. bee 
cease of the monopoly prices targed on thoi in the rarket. Thus has the wer brought 
about 2 real degradation of Itelian agriculture, while the inpotence of lerislation 
and the connivance of the State nllow the city bmurrecisic to encece in the most 
unrestricted speculation in real estate. i : HO 2 , 








The farm laborers, on the other hand, hove seen the prices of industricl products 
rise feverishly while their earnings rexained alnost unchanceds; nor were the meapre ; 
trofits, which the clandestine commerce in farm merch: n@ise nicht have offered even 
to thei, enough to take up the difference between the renmneraticn of their labor - 
and the cost of living which had alresdy swollen terrificrlly under fascisn, 


Out of the convergence of these condit ions, acting upon rural«strata, socially 
different but united to an’extent by physicel suffering 2nd the econoriic. load of he 
wor, were born the upheavals mentioned above:nnd which led; as in IeI%~20, to 
occupations of estates, riots, burning and devastation of tunicipalitics, cleshes 
with the public power of the Democratic State end, not seldom, slaurhter. 


These phenoiena indicate a profound state of unrest and serve as introduction to 
vaster sociel comotions.: Still, they reveal a lack of cohesion, & deficiency in 
leadership which have root in the absence of 2 cless forty able to orient the revolt 
of great rural strate towards their natural political objective. On the one hand, 
the rural organizations, which vere violently destroyed by fescism afta: the First 
Yorld ‘lar, were rewived under State tutclece aft: r the S¢cond Yorld ver rith the 
authoritarian leadership of the so-called bartics of the lasses. (really fartics of 
the Government). On the other hand, the dereneration of the Socinlirt ond Centrist 
(Stalinist) Parties and the influence of these pertics, together with the Christian 
Democrats, have retarded the crystallizstion process of rurfl i.ovenents around the 
party of the proletariat. 
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So it has come about th at; either the outbrécks are rcrolved by the interference 

of the union orgenizetions, by "pesecful bargaining" with the ferners, or the State 
intervenes with the benediction of the "workers ropresent tives" in the government, 
all for the defense of sacrosanct landed property and not less secred ground-rents 
or the rural movenents exhaust theiiselves in anerchic uphesvels or let themselves 
be maneuvred about by the well-trained forces of landlord reaction. The political 
process unfolding before us, porallel to symptoms of 2 quick reopening of the agri- 
cultural-crisis, gradually restores vigor to the traditional conservative-farner ~ 
element which nany proleterians believed had been given the coup de grace by the; 
nations] restoration’, ond gives special urgency to the development and deepening 
of ur tarty's penetration into the countryside, alrecdy begun here ond ‘there. 
The general criteria which rust inform our "e¢rarian policy" ore surmarised in the 
theses appended herewith: i 


RURAL ECONOMY AND THE +ROLEDALLN REVOLUTION 


I.) The first elementery fact fro which Marxist criticism proceeds in facing n 
the agrarian question is this; that the premises for sccialization do not: exist in . 
rurol economy while they already mature in the industricl ficld, Beside the large 
capitalistically organized farm enterprise (charccter ized by a Hish division and- 
specializntion of associated labor, by large employment of cap ital ond high -level 
of technical progress), there predominates in fect in the rural districts tht a 
petty farm property usually based on family economy, + whether it takes the Yegnl > 
form of a lesse-hold, or sharecropping metayer; or s.2l1 private tillace, or what 
is only different in sppearance from the extensive latifundis, the division into 
a large number of small productive unite uesked by juridical unity of possession. 


2.). Bat Marxist criticisu, while it foresees the immediate socialization of. the 
large apricultural-indystriel est.tes only, under the dictatorship,of the prole= 
tariat, also affirms that the technicrl development of the other-and vaster secta@r 
of rural economy and the liberation of the productive forecs employed in it: are 
not possible except by the violent rupture of traditional projerty relations and 
the destruction of bourgeois power. In fect, it is this prelilsinary condition: of: 
the abolition of cround-rent which burdens the colonist or the leaseholder, of 
debts which suffocate, the srll cultivator,- finally, of all the forms of ex 
ploitation to whichthe small rural productive unit is subject in the regime of 
narket-production, just as it is the necess ry premise for the general ameliora= 
tion of the rural scene where private capital is not accustomed to involve itself 
in its search for investments thet sre more lucrative and more rapidly turned 
overs. : 


The Farty of the proletariat opposes historical consistency to pretenses of a 
“revolutionary peasantry" supposedly called to work out the freedom.of small rurel 
property within the capitalist system of society. The karty holds firtly.to that 
fundauental concept of ilarxisi which 2ssigns a preeminent, dominant role in the 
conduct of. the revolution to the working class. But i$ does not, for tht TEAsOn, 
assume the anti-liarxist thesis that rural econo.y can be immedictely transformed 
in a.socialist. sense. It foresees, in its concept of victorious workingclass 
revolution, the,new power expropristine the owners of lnrse rural estares of the 
capitalist type without indemnity and transforming these estates into lerge-scale 
collect ive enterprises. At the seme time, the proletarisn revolution will unfetter 
small farm properties from the exploitation of lended proprietors and bourgeois 
and will assign to, the dircct cultivator (ss man.cer, not owner) the lend which 

he works: at present, free of the old shockes of rent, churchelow, cortcage debts, 
etc., on.the condition, of course, of his not employing any one else's labor, 


: 
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3.) We conceive of such = solution, however, only as 2 passage-bridee to the 
eventual absorption of the whole rural economy into the system of collective pro- 
duction. For’such 4 realizetion, the dictatorship of the proletariat will rely on 
legislative subletics (such as producers' partnerships, cooperatives, etc.) than 
on the victorious affiemation of socialist revolution on 2n international scale, 
on the expansive force of socislist economy itself, on the pressures that social- 
ized agriculture snd: industry will.exert.on those sectors in 2 transitional phase, 
and on the general progress of product ive powers. end technical instruments which 
will come with ‘the consolidation of collectivist. production. 


The Party’ of the proletariat, therefore, condemmethose slogans and programs for 
irmediate or eventusl accomplishnent of -"the.land to the peasants" or "the sro.ll 
enterprise: (or, worse, the-szall property) in-place of the large because they orc 
anti-historical and counter-revolutionary. Behind 2 demecocic vesture, they tend 
to invert: the historical tendency of an ever sore coL.plex interweaving ond coord= 
ination of production. The Farty, in like renner, condemmsthe thesis dear to the 
old -‘social-~denocratic opportunist, according to,which we mst avait the passace of 
the smell rural enterprise ‘into. the large enterprise and the consequent improve= 
ment of: productive techniques in agriculture before we con proceed to the revolu- 
tionary conquest of power. We maintain thet this process of absorbing the small 
enterprise into the large and reising the technical level in agriculture will be 
realized, although in a gradual form, under: the rule of the proleteriat only. 


THE PEASANTS AND THE.E.RTY OF THE PROLET.RL.T 


4.) ‘The considerations dealt with above show that the special circumstances in 
the cvolution of rural-‘economy not only do not negate the proletarian revolution, 
but will be-able sto-assure us the support of the peas nt masses who are interested 
in the revolution astithe only forces to breok the iron chains of their exploitation 
by the merged and indissolubly, linked... forces of .the bourgeoisie, landed, finan- 
cial and industri#l; ani, above 111, the State which arsunes, the defense of capi- 
talist class rule. Not only mst the poor peasant sec in the triumph of the work= 
ing class the guarantee of his freedon from the oppressive system in which he now 
lives, but that very triumph presupposes the active -acreement. of peasant forces 
inthe violent demolition of the bourgeois State by : the industrial ‘wace=worke rse 


5.) But this reciprocal relstion, so evident and indisputable to critical theory, 
revenls itself as infinitely more complex, in real life. The particular structure 
of: rural economy determines 2 corresponding variety of social layers, and, as 2 
reflex, a peculiar line-up of the rural strate in politics with recard to Cormu- 
nist revoltition. ° : pation set vain 
‘while the hired laborer of the large capitalistic estate.is without more ado. | 
assinileble to the wace-workers of large-sc2le industry and enters thercfore’ into 
active politics in the typical forms of the revolutionary clase, it is clear that 
the'sare cannot be said of the other strata which more in the orbit of rural econ- 
omy. The colonist, the sharecropper, the. leaseholder, are indeed dione the 6m 
ploited: of capital, but with this difference fron the industriel worker; they are 
not totally expropriated: of: their, product and possess, ot least, 2 port of. the tools 
and machinery necessary to the functioning of their enterprise. Therefore ,, when- 
ever it is a question pf small lease-holders ond sharecroppers, we, can definitely 
class them as semi-proletariens. The small proprietor, in his turn, may be re- 
jated to the: orker by the miserable environuent of his life and, in sore cases, — 
has reason to ‘envy tthe rural semi~proleterian. He differs from the. others by re-. 
nhining the’ owner of the fruit of his toil and, os such, has interests in the céen= 
eral movement of. revolt among the rural populetion only os a,result of ‘the 7 nds 
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of dependehice! on the privileged classes, his taxes snd indebtedness. 


It" ¥s claar that ‘the mentality and political physiocnony of these strata corres- 
pomd exactly to the particular type of production-form in which they operate (the 
srll° hereditary enterprise, isolated and in competition with 211 others), so 
that to the ir anti-bourgfeois rebellion there doés not and cennot correspond 2 pro= 
lctaritan class-consciousness. (The sharecropper, in particular, because of the 
distinct technical structure of the metayer enterprise, is usuelly a conservative 
element; likewise the average owner-cultivator and the petty prosperous peasant). 
The proletarint can expect support from the agrarian semi-proletariat (colonists, 
leAscholders,’ shirécroppers) in moments of profound social breakdown to the decrec 
tmt they see in the revolutionary workers the one force able to suppress immed- 
jately the rule of'landlord expfoitation and private appropriation of land, - the 
rule, in other words, of ground-rent. The small owner-cultivator, in his life of 


poverty @nd indirect exploitation in some parts of Italy, can be pressed under 


cert2 in’ conditions onto the track of the proletarian fight for power; but its sup- 
port, even iaove: than that of the rural semi-proleterians, is always to be consid- 
é6red' as teiaporary and fluctuating, able to turn’ brusquely into its opposite. To 
tlie formula of Lenin; "the alliance of proletariat and poor peasants", we find 
preferable that of "the support of the working-class by ‘the poor peasants." 


6.) It follows that the Party's recruitment of rural forces is admissible only 
in the case of the agricultural proletariat, for those of its representatives who 
have matured the consciousness of their own position in the capitalist systems of 
soéiety.” “In Italy,iespecinlly in certain regions, the day-laborer has 2 long, 
consistent, cloritué tradition of class struggle; and,-for all that the agricul- 


tural workers do not- have the benefits of concentration on large city nuclei, 
more direct part in political conflict, like the industrial workers, and the con- 
sequent thicker maturation of a revolutionary worlé-outlook,-the Party that: ex- 
presses the ceneral interests of: the proleterint will not meet excessive diffi- 
culties in recrditing: then, nor rst it undergo, os 9 result of their enlistment, 


any damging perturbations. 


as"for the possibility of winning decisive influence over the rural semi-prole- 
tarint and the smll cvmer-cultivators, that is dependent on the general line of 


“development of the situation which can bring them close to the working class 


ihovement or detach them from-it in the sudden currents of ebb and flow of that, 
very movement. The thesis that conditions the support of the poor peasant to the 
proletarian revolution on: the adoption of& tactic favoring the ir aspirations at 
some parti cular moment or which plays on their immediate reactions = such a tactic 
is to be rejected in the most categorical manner. While it never achieves the 
aim of binding these strata firmly to the workers, it provokes 3 profound adul- 


rc teration of the goals of the proletarian class’ Party, a crumbling of the Farty's 
‘ political and organizational framework. ; 


% 


Ih the same way, we exclude most peremptorily ‘every tactic of contracts, agree= 


“hents, united fronts with eventual Peasant Farties.’ Evenif-such parties can, 
‘ander definite conditions, carry on activity parallel to that of the workers! 
“Party, they nevertheless imprison it in.© genersl political outlook and a tactic 


which is petty-—bourgeois to the core and hostile tothe foal of commnist revo- 
Iution and, therefore, 2lso to the final intercsts of the strata they pretend 
to represent. SHS T oes It 28 


The winning (always understood in the sense. aétinea: above ‘of the rural semi- 
proletariat to the Revolution c-n take plece only ‘on’ the terrain of struggle for 
their demands in a time of opening peneralized social*conflicts. lever on the 
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basis of political agreements with recroupments of peassnt basis or tactical 
raneuvres operated during @ phase of revolution=ry ebb-tide, in the hope of winn= 
ing or maintaining posts of advantage in the arena of political rivslries. 


The Party will not neglect the occssion to develop an intense activity of diffu- 
sion of its final program in the rurel districts, making its lever alwsys the 
agricultural wagc-workers who are the direct components - with the industrial pro- 
letariat - of the future workers’ state. The tarty will try to spread among the 
rural semi-proletariat the consciousness that liberation from their present burdens 
is only possible hy the work of the socialist revolution. 


FIGHTS FOR ECONJHIC DEMS ..ND UNION MEMBERSHIY OF “EE PEASANTS 


7.) While taking into account {in line with the Farty's ceneral trade-union poli- 
cy) the rapid transformation of the mass organizationg :nd their ever more obvious 
investiture in the State apparatus, the Party does not propose to create or sugrest 
new or;a2nizations in antithesis to the existin: onss. The Forty encourares the 
proletarians and semi-proletarians of the countryside to enter their respective 
unions, there to defend their own class interests acainst the owning class and the 
States: 


On the other hand, it will be the constant objective of the Farty to bring the 
peasant struggle for economic demands onto the political terrain, to show these 
very struggles remain sterile outside of the frontal fight of the workingclass 
against the capitalist State. - 


8.) It is obvious that the intervention of the rarty in the movement and union 
organizations of the rural population will have as its object, above all,-the vast 
strats of hired laborers and scasonal workers, who have suffered most from fascism 
and the war. This catecory, enlisted in eutonomous unions ofthe National Federa= 
tion of Iland Labor, necessarily fights for economic dem=nds such os wage-increases, 
reduction in working hours, general improvement of working end living conditions 
(a problem felt most acutely in some creas of Itely), and the objective of the 
Party will be to organize the sum total of these struggles into 2 general prosran, 
avoiding the dispersal and fragmentation of the struggle... Moreover, while it will 
be able to support the recurrent attempts to seize the lands of the aristocracy 
by day-laborers who are not employed on capitalistically organized estates and to 
turn them into cooperatives, the Farty will.always try to orgenize these movements 
into a unified political system and show how such a solution tmst prove ephemersl 
under the capitalist system and truly presupposes the destruction of the bourgeois 
State to effect its purpose. The Party will not inmr the fault of encouraging 
the occupation and division of those creat capitalistically organized cstates 
which are economically indivisible units, to be turned into large-scale model col- 
lective enterprises under the rule of the proletariat. 


As regards the agricultural seminnroletariat, organized into separate organiza- 
ions of those who work pertly for others, partly on their own farms and season- 
ally employed farmers, the socinl conflicts of the present tine turn mainly 
around the questions, for the first group, of better settlers" contracts and the 
reduction of thet part of the product to be handed over to the landlord, and, fo 
the second, of the reduction of rent-derands 2s well as the easing of the tox bur= 
den which beers heavily on both categories. The Ferty will intervene in such con= : 
flicts with the constant preoccupation ; (2) to brin= them. onto the vaster field 
of political action, sowing those involved how none of the proposed solutions 
are conceivable 4s real end enduring outside of the working-class revolution for 
political power and the inauguration .of the proletaricn dictatorship, (b) t pre= 
vent these movements led by groups of sharecroppers and tem:nt fermers for better-” 
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contractual relations with landed property from growing independently of the econ= 
omic strugeles of their wage-workers or in opposition to them (25 happened in the 
late campaign of the National Federation of Land Labor for revision of shore cropp= 
ing contracts). 


As for the stall owner-cultivator, today he has interest pertly in cormon with the 
preceding Catefory and, above all, fencrsl defensive interests ago inst the oppress= 
jon exerted by the bourgeoisie of town and country in the form of state assessments, 
heavy loans, monopolistic price-rises of industriel products, etc. He also, like 
“the colonist and metayer, aspires to annex the lends of the aristocracy to comple= 
“ment the usually miserable lot he now possesses. The Farty will bear in ui ind those 
political considerations developed above, in regard to ony ta ctic to be used in 
facing this peasant category. It will take into account the possibility thet a 
pert of these ‘petty cultivators, heving taken advantage of the high illegal prices 
of farm products during the war and won Bose of relative power with respect 
to the other less fortunate categories, my represent in this new phase of opening 
social struggles rather an‘element of conservatism thon one of support for the in- 
dustrial and agrarian working-class in the fight against capitelist society. 


FOR THS CONSTITUTION OF «37 GRARLAN SECTION OF "HE ¥.C.1. 


9.) the arty, while-excluding any idea that they resist todsy the objective 
prerequisites for developing mass work in the rurel 2ress and ‘broadening our sphere 
of influence among the rural population, still holds it necessary to coordinate 
and discipline fraa now on, not only the work of communist crours in local end 
Central unions of land workers,- but 2lso the study of the problems which effect 
‘he agrarian economy and ‘rural classes, gees 1 and through cut the rorld. 


For such @ purpose, the National Convention protoses the const itution of an .grarian 
Section, in diréct union with the Centrel Cormittee, to which will be handed not only 
executive tasks in the sense of applying in practice snd on’ local scale the po- 
litical and organizational directives sketched by the hisher podies of the rerty, 

in harmony with the program fixed in the fundarental docui nents of the Left, but 

also tasks of study and counsel, looking to the integration of the most rocent eco- 
nomic and political experiences with the more than tv enty-year work of Political 
clarification fulfilled in this Set also by the Cceepmist left. 


Accordingly, the Agrarian Section, as just proposed, rust be. bound er not on= 
ly with the Central Trade Union Comittee, but with the Central Committee of the 
Party and through it to the C.E. ‘The Agrarian Section ‘must be composed, besides 
the members of these committees, of comrades part iculerly ‘versed in sererian ques= 
tions, either because of practi ae, ‘expe rience or theorect ical a ration end 
competence in economics. 


‘Th this phase of construction of the~ ‘Party's fremework:: in politics: and organizetion, 

~ the Agrarian Section, will ‘have 4 direct contribution to Tmke, both theoreti cally 
and practically, toward the solution of the problems posed’ by’ the latest develop- 
ments in capitalist: rule, and the elnboration of Gear tactical directives in re- 
gard to the international strugele of the working-cless ond the “reconstitution of 
its leading bodies, as well as the Italien political sitnation.  ' 


